LUKOIL Oiled Otaka Attacks Foreign Cars
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Those who have ever bought a new foreign car know only too well why it is different from a new Russian one. With foreign cars, you don’t have to tune them up. With any Korean or Japanese car, to say nothing of a German car, you just hop in and hit the gas without having to worry if all the bolts are tightened.
Let’s take motor oils as an example. Up-to-date foreign car manufacturers that have opened assembly shops in Russia poured imported motor oils into engines on the conveyor lines. And it is not because they merely supported “their own” oil producers (although this may also be the case). First and foremost it is because the first feed of oil is the most important one in a car’s life. It is the first hours of an engine’s work and the first kilometres run by a car that determine the motor’s future performance. Poor quality first feed oil will cut the engine’s service life by months or even years. Good oil from the first few metres will put the car on the right path and prolong its life. That is why, only a few years ago, it was simply impossible to imagine that foreign car manufacturers would ever use Russian oils.

Yet times change. It looks as if we have not only learned how to play football as well as the Europeans, but are also able to produce oil that meets the requirements of the most rigorous Western standards. And, little by little, even the most contentious foreign car builders are beginning to admit that this is true.

Recently, LLK-International, a Russian motor oil producer (100% subsidiary of OAO LUKOIL managing the production and sale of motor oils) supplied the first batch of LUKOIL LUX semi-synthetic oil to the factory Automobiles and Motors of the Urals (AMUR) in Novouralsk. This is the factory that assembles the Geely Otaka, a modern, compact and well-equipped Chinese sedan that meets the EURO-3 ecological standard. Previously, they used to add only well-known brand oils such as Shell and BP as a first feed oil.
It is nice to know that it is not a one-time pilot supply of LUKOIL oil to the Novouralsk car assemblers; the Geely contract with the Russian oil producers is a long-term agreement. The company plans to supply 24 thousand litres of oil for all the Geely Otaka cars assembled at the factory within the next year. They will start using Russian motor oil on the assembly line at the end of July. It should be noted that, in accordance with existing practice, only the best motor oil supplied by one of the most modern facilities of the LUKOIL Group, LUKOIL Permnefteorgsynthez, will be used as a first feed oil.
This is a major event not only for LUKOIL but for Russian industry as a whole. It means simply that, as production in Russia develops, we depend less and less on foreign brands, we can and will produce goods that are in no way inferior to the best Western ones. And are sometimes even better.

It goes without saying that Geely is not as popular as the Korean Hyundai, Japanese Toyota or German Audi, Mercedes and BMW. But this is only the beginning. There is no doubt that Russian motor oil has a great future before it. It is worth noting that, on the Russian first feed oil market, LLK-International is the indisputable leader. Today, LLK-International is in the process of negotiations on supplies of first feed oils with a number of European car manufacturers.
It will clearly be a long-term process for LUKOIL to conquer the market. It must be taken into account that any new oil, before it is accepted by a car manufacturer as a first feed oil, must be approved by this car manufacturer and meet all its requirements and specifications (of which there are many). Receipt of such approval is an extraordinarily long and labour-consuming process.

The Russian oil producers that, since last spring, have had a whole line of oils in their product range that have successfully passed the most rigorous tests in Western laboratories, are now involved in obtaining certificates and approvals from foreign car manufacturers. For instance, LUKOIL LUX oil has already been approved by such major manufacturers as BMW, General Motors, Mercedes Benz, Porsche, and Volkswagen. It only remains to convince the foreign car manufacturers to use top quality Russian oils on their assembly lines.
